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< Brahmane Svaha\ and then: * This is for his sake and not
for mine'. The remaining four balls are successively offered
in the same way to Prajdpati, to Grihya (the goddess who
guards the house), to Kasyapa (the great sage), and lastly to
the goddess Annmati.
The worshipper may add any other offerings to any god he
chooses. But the greatest care is taken that all the offerings
shall be completely consumed, and to ensure this, clarified
butter and bits of sticks are put on the top of them.
If Agni eats them right up, he will take them to the sun,
who will send down blessings in showers to water the earth,
which will cause corn, the life of men, to grow.
Another part of Vaisvadeva is called Baliddna. The
worshipper draws on the ground with water either a square
or an oblong, and in this he arranges little heaps of rice one
by one. He puts one for Dhatd> who created and supports
the world, and one for Vidhdtd, who guides the destiny of
men; then he makes four heaps for the goddess of wind, and
again four for the four cardinal points; next one for Praja-
pati, one for Brahma, and one for the Lord of the Intervening-
space, one for all gods, one for all creatures3 and one for all
saints.
Atitheya.
As he offers the heap to all saints, a dish is arranged
containing some of all the sorts of food prepared for the meal,
and this dish is then given to any Hindu ascetic who may
happen to be outside the house, or, failing one, to a cow.
As a rule, an ascetic is to be found begging outside the house
at breakfast-time, so many are there in India.
(At this point another offering, Naivedya% Is also got ready,
but it is not offered till a little later.)
The offering to dead ancestors follows the gift to the
ascetic. The worshipper places a little heap of rice In the
square and says, as he does so, that he gives it to his:dead
ancestors.
The pot that has held the rice for these various oblations is